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REVIEW

Zero Hero

Robson's Voltaire Zero loudspeaker uses a ribbon twester to deliver

Keywood is impressed.

obson's new Voltaire.
Zero loudspeaker aims.
o deliver the

sorsharp
clarity and speed of a rib-
bon tweeter, underpinned
by che bass heft provided
by an 8in Vol bass unie. Ies an incigy:
ing prospect.a loudspeaker that is
conspicuously strong at both ends
of the spectrum, in a stand-mounced
cabinee thac is less visually inerusive.
than a floorstander And to make the
Voltaire Zero accessible to more
potential buyers, Robson are offering
this model direct at a price of £1350.
Tve always enjoyed the civil
yec refined mture of Robson
loudspeakers The Regis | reviewed in
our June 2011 issue we all tho

e

ocTonen 2014

was easly worth a ful five globe
rating; it did things other speakers.
did not o and at £2500 wasnc a
silly price either. The Voltaire Zero,
isn'e o slick in es finish and takes 3
different approach. It sacrifices finish
for functionality, the cabinec being a
chunky i thick MOF affsir spray.
painted with a satin textured black
finish. Each speaker s quite heavy,
weighing

Sy on  sand The s
messie 470mm igh 238mm wite
404 260mm doep and re e e
The e panelcuris ehanky o
Paeed WET crew trmints e
not being possible. ¢

heroic treble — and Noel

‘The long ribbon tweeter sits
close to the bass midrange unit to
minimise phase error between them,
crossover being quite low at |.8kHz
our measurements show.This s a lot.
lower than smaller ribbon units that
oypically reach down to 4kHz, making
crossover difficult. The 234mm doped
plastic cone Volt bass/midrange unic is
loaded by a rear S0mm port.

SOUND QUALITY

Afer a weekend running in and 2
final m our Monicor Audio
4o CD thevolars Zeres were
hooked up to our resident Quad,
QMP monobloc power amplifers, fed
by an Invica Mirus DAC receiving
high-resolucion digieal from an

AstellaKern AK120 portable player
The speakers were pointed down
our room and not toed in,since.
measurement showed this s how
chey work best

The large ribbon tweeters
endow this loudspeaker with
sublimely sweet yet lightning-fast
treble With Tom Petty’s Refugee
(24/96) the soundstage scretched in
an arc — up and over ~ between

loudspeakers. The height perspective
was surprising because our lstening
room’s ceiling is |3ft above the
speakers ata steep slant, so there’s
o useful ceiling reflection.The
Voltaire Zeros manage this feac
without outside help then (1) so it
will - or should ~ be audible in any.
room Their semi-celescal imaging
was an attractive feature. And with
a recording that sometimes sounds
a bic harsh and muddled the Voltaire.
Zeros sounded sweet and easy with
that lovely clarity and incisive quality
that ribbons have,

1l mention quickly that ribbon
tweeters shame domes by sounding
liquid clear, smooth, fat, very concise
and brimming with fine detail - and
that's broadly what | heard from the.
ribbon of the Robsons. Strummed
guitar strings were razor sharp yet
the effect wasn't aurally painful; the
speaker sounds very composed.

The big bass unic has plenty of
low end weight and a fruity full:
bodied sound, making the strong bass.
line in Diana Kralls ‘Narrow Daylight
(24/96) strong and obvious.

There was some bloom from the
box, but then the Robsons produce
strong bass from a medium-sized
cabinet so this is to be expected.
Diana Kralls enunciation was utterly
concise, perfectly captured, v
gloriously easy on the ear at the
same time — a diffcult feat | loved
the relaxed demeanour of these
loudspeakers, ye they conveyed
detal aplenty; ribbons always do.

ere s, subjectively,a mild
disconnect between the bass/
midrange unit and tweeter in
character terms but at the same.
time this gave them their laconic
air and made for relaxing lscening
Measurement showed nothing is
missing.

Their ever-so-smooth nature.
delivered Nigel Kennedy’ violin
with 3 svelte sense of realism that
made the tortured strings of his
Stradivarius 2 lot more easy for me
0 appreciate than s possible from
dome tweeters.This is why so many
German loudspeaker manufacturers

hey're expensive).
he Bruckner Of

hestra Linz
Playing Tehaikovsky's Walez of the
lowers' came over as.
farge and lush, violins
again sounding exsy.
and sweet, yet well
separated. Plucked
bass was obvious

and the box had 2

small contribution

to make, buc

these are compace

loudspeakers with a

generously propor

toned sound that's

velvety smooth on.

the ear.

CONCLUSION

The Volaire Zero is an
interesting proposition. It

offers fabulously pure treble,

clearly bewter than that from a dome.
tweeter ~ and if you look around,
that means most other loudspeakers.
Add in a big,bold sound from the.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE
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2 unique loudsp:

There's a change of characte
between the drive units and the
big Vol chat covers much of the.
midband, has 2
mellow quality
not commony
encountered these
days.I¢ sets the
tone,as it were.
Bass was full bodied,
giving a meaty
sound with plenty of
low end weight
There are

precious fow
loudspeakers
around with such
gorgeous treble
at the low price.
of the Zeros that

if you'll pardon the

alliceration — makes them

heroes. Nor are there any that offer
such concise rainbow imaging.The.
Voltaire Zero has unique strengehs, s
great value and s well worth hearing
feel

an even tend across the audio band,
with o peaks. The rbbon tweeter is
very smooth n s output, as mostare
they ot peak ke dome tweeters.
The crossover dip around 2z sn't

doosn' poak
sharpness in the sound. Upﬂuv midango
detalng should be very good.

Tt B ad
smoothly down to 40Hz an tho port (red
race) bt damps it wol o providos

analysis, which
i ok ff s b 15 dros o 0

s tuno.
frequency of 38Hz. With no bass peaking
sound bass

obvius, o the Volaies work best
when pointed straight down a room.
They should notbe toed in. The ibbon

heavy.
Sensitivty was avrago at 8648
‘sound pressure fove rom one nominal
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